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2. Message from GACD Associate Members 

(funding agencies)
3. Update on GACD activities
4. COVID-19 impacts on GACD mental health 

projects
5. Update from the NCD Multimorbidity working 

group
6. The new Implementation Science e-Hub
7. Closing remarks
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GACD in 2020

www.gacd.org

GACD staff team

Morven Roberts, CEO

Jackie 
Jackson, Operations 
& Governance 
Manager

Sheree Folkes, Admin 
& Events Officer

Alyssa Chase-Vilchez, 
Programme Manager

Izzy 
Bandurek, Research 
Capacity Manager

Emily Marshall 
Communications 
Officer 

Denise Ganley 
Senior Finance Manager
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Message from GACD Associate 
Members (funding agencies)
Adam Chapman, Chair of the Programme Subcommittee

www.gacd.org

Update on GACD activities
Alyssa Chase-Vilchez, GACD Programme Manager
Izzy Bandurek, GACD Research Capacity Manager
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GACD Research Network activities

New database Working group 
updates

Implementation 
Science School

Digital health 
workshop

Implementation 
Science e-Hub

School & Workshop 
alumni
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GACD Research Network activities

New database Working group 
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Implementation 
Science School

Digital health 
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Implementation 
Science e-Hub

School & Workshop 
alumni

Thank you!
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GACD Research Network activities

New database Working group 
updates

Implementation 
Science School

Digital health 
workshop

Implementation 
Science e-Hub

School & Workshop 
alumni

Concepts and context; NCD 
research in humanitarian 

crises; Indigenous populations; 
Multimorbidity; Systems 

approach to upscaling; Process 
evaluation; Data 
standardisation
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GACD Research Network activities

New database Working group 
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Implementation 
Science School

Digital health 
workshop

Implementation 
Science e-Hub

School & Workshop 
alumni
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GACD Research Network activities

New database Working group 
updates

Implementation 
Science School

Digital health 
workshop

Implementation 
Science e-Hub

School & Workshop 
alumni

Summer 2021
Interactive workshop

www.gacd.org

Future GACD funding calls

2021

NCD prevention in 
adolescents, 
young adults, and 
vulnerable other 
life stages

2022

Interventions in 
urban 
environments to 
reduce NCD risk

2023

Integrated 
management of 
multimorbidity
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COVID-19 impacts on GACD 
mental health projects
Jill Murphy & Kenneth Fung, Mental Health Research Programme

www.gacd.org

NCD Multimorbidity working 
group update
Jan Boehnke, Multimorbidity risk factor and outcome measures
Natalie Leon & Josefien van Olmen, Multimorbidity policy brief
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GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR CHRONIC 
DISEASES POLICY BRIEF FOR RESEARCH 
AND ACTION ON MULTI-MORBIDITY IN 
LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

GACD NCD Multimorbidity working group

BRIEF: RESEARCH AND ACTION ON MULTI-MORBIDITY 
IN LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

The GACD Researchers’ Statement; 6 themes and 3 objectives

The GACD Policy brief:  Applicability for funders, researchers and policy practitioners

OBJECTIVE

I. MULTI-MORBIDITY NEEDS MORE ATTENTION, MORE EVIDENCE AND MORE 
FUNDING

II. HEALTH SYSTEMS CAN TAKE ACTION NOW AT A NATIONAL LEVEL

III. BRIEF CAN BE ADAPTED FOR LOCAL CONTEXT
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Disease burden of 
multimorbidity in LMICs 
is growing

• Lack of evidence and knowledge

• 1. Understanding the size, causal factor and 
interactions of multimorbidity

• 2. Development and implementation of evidence-
based strategies for prevention and treatment of 
multi-morbidity

Multimorbidity worsens 
health outcomes and 
increases costs

ACTIONS FOR HEALTH SYSTEM TO ADAPT TO 
MANAGE MULTIMORBID DISEASE 

• Clinical skills capacity building and tools

• Health service re-organising to promote comprehensive and integrated treatment 
approaches

• Re-organising and strengthening health system support functions 

• Multi-sectoral collaboration and ‘whole health’ approach to address social determinants 
of disease
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ACTIONS FOR HEALTH SYSTEM TO ADAPT TO 
MANAGE MULTIMORBID DISEASE

• Advocating for and promoting community stakeholders (patient, caregivers, others) 
participation in shaping improved health service and systems approaches

• Strengthen the routine health information and surveillance systems to monitor disease 
burden and effectiveness of  multi-morbid service delivery mechanisms

• Develop and implement a ‘whole health’ approach to policy development that promotes 
health and well-being across all societal policies (including innutrition, education, 
employment, safety and security, housing, transport)

DISCUSSION

• Clarifications and questions about the Multi-morbidity brief

• Questions about research to inform policy and practice 
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The NEW Implementation 
Science e-Hub
Morven Roberts, CEO of GACD – Webinar A
Zahra Aziz, Monash University – Webinar B

www.gacd.org

GACD Implementation Science e-Hub

 Online training platform for  
implementation science 

 To extend reach ………
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Melbourne team

Ms. Yu Wen, MPH student, e-Hub project 
officer

Prof. Brian Oldenburg, PI of the e-Hub 
project, Director of the WHO Collaborating 

Centre on Implementation Research for 
Prevention & Control of NCDs

Dr. Yingting (Tina) Cao, Research Fellow, e-
Hub developer and project manager 

www.gacd.org

Core structure of the e-Hub

• Real life examples of 
implementation 
science for NCD 
prevention and control

• Our strength to 
have world-class 
expert team

• Integrated training 
modules from 1st ISS 
virtual school 

• Past training school

• Toolkit 
• Key publications

E-source Training  
program 

Case 
studies

Experts/

Advisory 
Board 
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e-Hub development 

Sustainable 
development

e-Hub 2.0
November-December 2020

Designed for trainees for the 
first virtual training school

e-Hub 3.0
Present

Upgraded design and new theme
Targeting broader audience 

Training program and practical e-source

e-Hub 4.0
Future

More comprehensive and 
innovative

Other training programs
More engagement with trainees 

Case studies

www.gacd.org

e-Hub 3.0 (present): implementationscience-gacd.org
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www.gacd.org
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 Know more About 
Implementation Science 

 Cancer Control Resources 

 Stakeholder Engagement & 
Community Participation

 Grantsmanship

www.gacd.org
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01

03

06

04

0205

Knowledge expansion
• New modules
• New literature/areas
• More case studies 

(template)

Function expansion

• Set up official email 
account

• Update and send out 
attractive information

• Forum/leave 
message/comments

Continuous 
traffic monitor

More?
Any suggestions?

New ideas
• Case Studies
• Interviews
• Personal stories
• Trainee 

competition

Other collaboration
• WHO training program
• others 

Next 
steps and 

plans 

• Regular stats report

Future development of e-Hub during 2021

www.gacd.org

Dr Zahra Aziz, Monash 
University & University of 

Melbourne, Australia

Dr Catherine Kyobutungi, 
APHRC, Kenya

Dr Vilma Irazola, IECS, 
Argentina

Dr Rachel Sturke, Fogarty 
International Center (NIH), 

USA

Dr Karin Geffert, WHO 
European Office for NCDs, 

Russia

Dr Edward Gregg, Imperial 
College London, UK

Dr David Peters, Johns Hopkins 
University, USA

Dr Pilvikki Absetz, University of 
Eastern Finland, Finland

Dr Lijing Yen, Duke Kunshan 
University, China

Dr. Rajesh Vedanthan, NYU, 
USA

e-Hub International Advisory Board
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Closing remarks
Morven Roberts
CEO of GACD

www.gacd.org

Thank you
Stay in touch

Website: www.gacd.org
Twitter: @gacd_media

Email: science@gacd.org
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